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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on _. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to 
which the claims are directed. 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible 
minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in 
the specification. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. , 

Claims 1-5 and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gage et al. (USP- 
5,903,537). 

Regarding claims 1 , 4, 8, 9 & 10, Gage et al. discloses a device and method for scanning a record carrier 12 
having a track for recording information represented by marks. See figure 2. A scanning unit comprises a radiation 
source 10 and optical elements for generating a beam of radiation from the radiation source 10 via a scanning spot 
on the track to a detector 30 for detecting at least one read signal (see col. 5, lines 16-27). A sensor 22, 30 for 
detecting a sense signal 50, 52 from the beam. A control unit 44 for controlling the radiation source power to a 
desired value in dependence on the sense signal 50, 52. The device further comprises a correction means 38, 40 for 
generating a correction signal 60 indicative of local optical properties of the record carrier 12 in dependence on at 
least one sense signal 52 measured on at least one part of the track near the scanning spot, and for correcting at 
least one of the detected signals 52 in dependence on the correction signal 60. See col. 6, lines 10-39. 

Regarding claim 2, "if the media was written at a constant power, a change in focus would lead to poor mark 
formation. ...Thus, by varying the laser write power to maintain a constant MFE signal [60], a constant Beta 
recording would be performed even with optical spot defocus. This method will also maintain recording quality during 
changes in focus, media sensitivity, birefringence, temperature, and other system disturbances" (col. 8, lines 18-30). 
Hence, the correction means includes means for selecting the part of the track such that the measured sense signal 
has a component indicative of at least the local birefringence of the record carrier as local optical properties, i.e., the 
MFE signal 60 is indicative of some aspect of mark formation quality, such as the local birefringence of the record 
carrier as local optical properties. 
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Regarding claim 3, see col. 7, lines 1-20. 
Regarding claim 5, see col. 6, lines 10-18. 

Regarding claim 11 , Gage et al. discloses that the record carrier 12 comprises prerecorded control 
information for controlling the recording process, characterized in that the control information comprises at least one 
parameter indicative of a type of correction to be used for correcting local optical properties of the record carrier 1 2 in 
dependence on at least one sense signal 52 measured on at least one part of the track near a scanning spot. See 
col. 6, lines 10-23, which teaches that a mark formation (MF) signal 52 is generated from control information from the 
beam reflected from the recording medium 12 during recording and is used to generate an MFE signal 60 indicative 
of some aspect of mark formation quality, such as the resulting mark length. 

Claims 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Paul Huber at telephone number 571-272- 

7588. 
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